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Founded July 31, 1884 

Commemorating 130 Years of our History 
 

The plans of the founders of The 

Salem County Historical Society are 

best expressed in the words of the 

first meeting of July 31, 1884.                                                              

 A number of gentlemen were 

asked to meet in the Library Hall of 

the Salem Library Company for the 

purpose of talking over the 

expediency of forming a Historical 

Society in the County.  Those present 

were William Patterson, Joseph H. 

Thompson, M.D., Rev. Charles M. 

Perkins, Clement H. Sinnickson, 

Esq., Morris H. Stratton, Esq., 

William T. Hilliard, Esq., and George 

Mecum.                                             

William Patterson was chosen 

Chairman and George Mecum, 

Secretary. After some discussion on 

the subject it was on the motion of 

Rev. C.M. Perkins:lklklklklklklklklkl                                                                                     

 “Resolved, That it is expedient to 

form a society in Salem County for 

the care of items of historical interest 

and of natural curiosities.                                                         

 Resolved, The Secretary request 

the papers of the County to publish a 

statement of meeting and a notice of 

another on Friday, August 8th, 1884 at 

3 p.m. in the Salem Library Hall with 

a request for the attendance of all 

those who are interested in these 

subjects.” 

First Acquisition Received 

The group met again in the 

Library Hall of the Salem Library 

Company on August 3, 1884 

continuing with the organizational 

plans of the Society. The first 

contribution to the Society took place 

at this time by the presentation from 

Albert C. Slape, Esq. of a valuable 

autograph letter of Daniel Webster.…                                        

 During the meeting of November 

11, 1884 the constitution and by-laws 

for the government of the Society 

were adopted.kklklklklklklklklklklklk                                                       

                                                  

      (continued on page 30) 

THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS                                                                                                                                                          
(Reprint: compiled by Arthur B. Nichols, first appeared in our September 1984 Quarterly Newsletter) 

The Salem County Historical Society’s first presidents: William Patterson (1884-1900), left  Edward Sharpe (1900-1922, Honorary President 1922-1927), center    

and Walter Hall (1925-1950), right . Not shown is the Society’s third President George W. Price (1922-1925). 
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Message From the President 

The Quarterly Newsletter is  
published by the                                  

Salem County Historical Society  

Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. 

 
Mission Statement: The mission of 
the Salem County Historical Society 
is to seek, document, preserve, 
interpret and perpetuate Salem 
County's heritage, and to enhance the 
awareness and appreciation of that 
heritage, through its research, 
collections, functions, exhibits, 
educational programs and 
publications, for the benefit of future 
generations and for the betterment of 
the community. 

 
Research Library &                       

Museum Hours 
Tuesday through Saturday    

12 Noon - 4PM 
Admission Fee $5.00 

Free for Members 
www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 
Address Correspondence to: 

Salem County Historical Society 
83 Market Street 

Salem, New Jersey 08079 
Tel. (856) 935-5004 
Fax: (856) 935-0728 

 
This publication may include historical 
materials that contain language or 
stereotypes reflecting the culture or 
language of a particular period or 
place.  These items are presented as 
part of the historical record. 

Please Recycle your Newsletter 

Summer is traditionally a slower season than other times of the year at the Historical 

Society with staff and volunteers on vacations.  This summer, that tradition has been 

offset by an increased number of visitors from near and far researching local families and 

topics in our Library and touring our Museum.  In addition to our loyal local patrons, 

researchers have come from Pennsylvania, Florida, Iowa, Ohio, California, N. Carolina, 

Maryland, Georgia and Washington State, some in family groups.    

We are planning and looking forward to the Fall Luncheon this year to be held at 

Centerton Country Club on September 21st at 1:00PM.  Our decision to change the day 

and time from our traditional Annual Dinner was made to make the event more accessible 

to a greater number of attendees.   It should be exciting to hear the “The Salem County 

Historical Society’s 130th Anniversary,” 

presented by our Administrator and Curator, 

Andrew R. Coldren.  Several of us were 

present to share refreshments with visitors on 

July 31st at the Society’s Library, celebrating 

the 1884-2014 anniversary date. This 

photograph of an early meeting is a time 

capsule in itself; these five gentlemen knew 

the significance of their new organization. 

The Society has withstood many tests of time 

and continues its mission well with the 

assistance and contributions of our members.   

The Society was open for visitors from 10AM 

to 4PM for the 40th Annual Market Street Day 

in Salem on Saturday, August 23rd. There 

have been many changes here at the Society, so if you have not visited lately, please stop 

in to see our buildings and collections. With new exhibits downstairs and exhibits open in 

the upstairs of the Grant and Rumsey Houses for the first time in many years, there is 

definitely more to see.   

Thanks to modern technology, in addition to our mail and newsletter, Facebook® has 

allowed us to more easily share photos and news with everyone.  Please “Like” our 

Facebook page to get the latest news.  Also, other Facebook pages, such as Salem 

County, NJ Memories, West Jersey History, and Yummygal’s South Jersey Adventures 

have allowed us to see local photos from personal collections that bring back old 

memories, and are each a piece of history.  

Lastly, this is a great time of year for gift memberships for family and friends.  Gift 

membership details and a membership form are included on pages 29 and 35, 

respectively, in this edition of the newsletter.   
  

Trudy K. O’Hare, Ed.S. 

President SCHS 

 Our new President, Trudy (Gertrude) O’Hare, originally hails from Deptford, Gloucester 

County, New Jersey.  She and husband Dennis moved to Pilesgrove in 1978, later to Alloway 

Township, then to Elsinboro on the Salem River. They are parents to two grown sons. Trudy was a 

business teacher at Gateway and Pitman High School for a total of 30 years, serving as Department 

Chairperson of Business and Mathematics.  She received a Master’s from The College of New 

Jersey, and a Ed.S. from Florida State University in Administration of Vocational Education. She 

also worked part time for ten years at H&R Block.  After retirement, Trudy served as a Library 

volunteer at the Salem County Historical Society as well as a member of the Education Committee, 

and she participates as a docent in various Society events.  She previously served as Treasurer of 

the Society before moving into the Executive Vice President and now, President, positions. ;;  

 Trudy also serves as Regent of Oak Tree Daughters of the American Revolution and on the 

vestry of St. John’s Episcopal Church.                                                           

 She believes that listening, reading, and watching history, both local and global, is the ideal 

means for understanding what is going on in the world today. 

October 1886 meeting. From left to right, 

William Patterson, Thomas Shourds, W.T. 

Hilliard, George Mecum and I.O. Acton. 

http://www.salemcounty.com/schs
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Calendar of Events  

 Sunday, September 21, 2014                                               
Fall Luncheon at Centerton Country Club in Pittsgrove, NJ 
Refreshments: 1:00PM    Luncheon: 1:45PM  

 Sunday, October 5, 2014                                                        
Music Around the County 3:00PM                                                          
Bay Atlantic Symphony Chamber Ensemble                     
Pennsville High School Auditorium in Pennsville, NJ                                                   
Title: NJ Composers Celebrate New Jersey  

 Sunday, October 19, 2014                                                                            
11th John S. Rock Memorial Lecture 3:00PM                               
Mt. Pisgah AME Church, 15 Yorke Street, Salem, NJ 
Speaker: Janet Sheridan        Topic: The Domestic 
Landscape of AME Church Founder Reuben Cuff 

 Friday, October 24, 2014                                                          
Salem City Walking Ghost Tour in Salem, NJ                                           
7:00 -10:00PM 

 Friday, December 5, 2014                                                                                  
Woodstown by Candlelight Tour, Woodstown, NJ                   
6:00 - 10:00PM      

 Saturday, December 6, 2014                                               
Yuletide Tour, Salem, NJ 1:00 - 6:00PM           

 Sunday, December 14, 2014                                            
Quarterly Mtg. 1:30PM Friends Village in Woodstown, NJ 
Speaker: Brian Temple                                                          
Topic: Philadelphia Quakers and the Fight Against Slavery                

 Holiday Closings: Christmas Day & New Year’s Day 

Work of Salem County Artist Lucy D. Holme Spotted in 

South Carolina 

 We recently  

received a note 

from past  klkjl 

President Philip 

Correll that we 

found interesting: 

"On the way home 

from Savannah, 

we stopped for an 

early breakfast at 

a Cracker Barrel 

restaurant in 

Walterboro, SC.  Imagine our surprise to see a reproduction print 

above the fireplace of a work by a Salem County artist, Lucy D. 

Holme (b. 1882 in Elsinboro Twp.).  It was a small black and white 

print of Holme's large painting, "A Holiday Occupation," that is on 

display at the Society's headquarters."  

Society Luncheon 
This year the Salem County 

Historical Society has 

moved its annual 

fundraising fete to a 

Sunday afternoon.  This 

year’s Fall Luncheon will 

be held at 1:00PM on 

Sunday, September 21st at 

the Centerton Country 

Club in Pittsgrove, NJ.  The 

Luncheon will be a celebration of 130 years of the Salem 

County Historical Society, and will feature Society curator 

Andrew Coldren speaking on the Historical Society and our 

community since its founding.  Join us for drinks, lunch, 

conversation, and raffle and auction prizes.  Our raffle item 

this year is a two night stay in a luxury Suite at the Queen 

Victoria Bed and Breakfast in historic Cape May, New Jersey. 

This also includes a full breakfast and afternoon tea each day 

at the inn as well as two $100 gift certificates for one dinner at 

The Ebbitt Room and one at Tisha’s Restaurant in Cape May. 

Additional benefits include an all-day pass for the Trolley 

Tours of Cape May. 

Photo Mystery Solved! 

This family photograph from our 

Summer Newsletter Vol. 59 Issue 

No. 2 has been identified. The 

people in the portrait are as 

follows: Henry Holme, lower left 

corner, his wife, Pauline 

Waddington Holme, lower right 

corner and their children, 

standing behind them, from left to 

right, are Hilda, Harry and Anne 

Holme. Henry Holme was the son 

of John Holme, a sergeant in the 

27th New Jersey Volunteers 

during the Civil War and great-

grandson of Colonel Benjamin Holme who fought the British at Quinton's 

Bridge during the Revolution. The three children in this portrait were killed 

when the conveyance in which they were riding was struck by a train at a level 

crossing. This information came courtesy of member John Holme who is 

seeking more information on Henry Holme, his other ancestors and his family 

business, the Holme & Waddington Dairy. If you have anything to contribute in 

regards to his request, please contact the Society. 

Library Acquisitions 

Fogg, Margaret, Tallahassee, Florida.  Fenwick Theatre 
playbill 1940, Palace Theatre playbill, First National Bank 
deposit slip, 1911 letter from Jacob House to David Fogg, 
Salem Women’s Club 1940 book list, Salem Co. YMCA 
building fund booklet, Wheeler Co. fertilizer memo booklet.  
(2013.057) 

Greenagle, Frank L., Phillipsburg, NJ.  Book, The Salem 
Churchscape: Religious Architecture in Salem County, New 
Jersey 1676-1900, by Frank L. Greenagle. (2013.029) 

Kutner, Brian, Millville, NJ.  CD with photos of six 
gravestones of DuBois family in New Paltz, NY (2014.029) 

Robinson, Warren A., Bridgeton, NJ.  Book, A Shadow of a 
memory of The Seibert Family, by Warren Robinson 
(2014.028)              (to be continued) 
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Genealogically speaking…. 

            Thirty-Five New Citizens 
 

 

 Last Friday was “Naturalization Day” in the Salem County 

Courts and the largest class of aliens in the history of the 

Naturalization Court in the county appeared before Judge 

Charles Mecum for examination for citizen’s papers. 

 There was hardly a foreign country on the face of the globe 

that was not represented. The applicants came from Russia, Italy, 

Germany, Greece, Poland, Lithuania, Wales, Hungary, Turkey, 

Canada, England, Ireland and Nova Scotia and of the class of 

forty-one, citizenship was granted to thirty-five. 

 The Court House was packed to the doors, for in addition to 

those who desired to be admitted as citizens there were their 

witnesses and Superintendent Dohner had nearly a hundred 

students of the public schools present to observe the proceedings. 

Most of these students were from the rural districts for the Salem 

pupils have attended Naturalization Court on previous occasions. 

 The examination was conducted by Henry L. Mulle, of the 

Naturalization Bureau of the Government in Philadelphia, and he 

found all but one man was well informed on the government of the 

United States and could readily answer the questions that were put 

before them. 

 At the outset of the proceedings Judge Mecum stated that he 

was in receipt of an anonymous letter protesting the admission of 

one of the applicants to citizenship, and he wanted to let it be 

known that he could not take cognizance of any such 

communication. The Judge said that good, honest American 

citizens do not issue anonymous letters and if the writer was 

interested in having only aliens who will make good, law abiding 

citizens admitted, he should have had no hesitancy in signing his 

name. Judge Mecum declared he could not understand why any 

true American citizen should object to placing his name to a 

communication. 

 Among the candidates was one woman, Frederica Seeger, of 

Woodstown, a native of Germany. 

 Only one person was denied his papers and that was Antonie 

Triani, of Penns Grove, a native of Italy. The Examiner presented 

data to the Court to show that Triani had been convicted of passing 

worthless checks and sentenced to pay a fine of $75.00. Under the 

rules of the Court he must wait five full years from the date of his 

sentence before he can apply for citizenship. 

 It was rather amusing in the above case for both Triani’s 

witnesses swore under oath that they had known him for a longer 

period than five years and saw him almost daily, but declared they 

never knew him to have been convicted of crime. 

The applicants and the disposition of their cases follows:  

Admitted 

George Brown, Salem, Germany. 

George Soumakis, Penns Grove, Greece. 

Frank Filipowicz, Penns Grove, 
Lithuania. 

John Kubiel, Salem, Poland. 

Paul D. Hansen, Elmer, Germany. 
Frank Webber, Carney’s Point, Wales. 

Kashker Tishler, Elmer, Hungary. 

Morris T. Lubchausky, Penns Grove, 
Poland. 

Frederica Seeger, Woodstown, Germany. 

Abe Rodofsky, Salem, Poland. 

Isador Character, Salem, Russia.                  
Nathan Barish, Norma, Russia. 

Costas Pappas, Penns Grove, Turkey. 

Morris Goldfein, Elmer, Russia. 
Joseph Olterman, Elmer, Poland. 

Percey Lavalle, Salem, Canada. 

Eugenio Vona, Carney’s Point, Italy. 
Salvatore Grove, Carney’s Point, Italy. 

John C. Foernsler, Elmer, Germany. 

Giovanni Ulissi, Penns Grove, Italy. 
Tomasso D’Anglo, Penns Grove, Italy. 

Max Weissman, Brotmanville, Poland. 

Julius Smalintsky, Norma, Russia. 

John Quim, Carney’s Point, Ireland. 

Joseph W. Waddington, Penns Grove, 

England. 

Vincenzo Piccirilli, Penns Grove, 
Italy. 

James H. MacLeod, Salem, Nova 

Scotia. 
Frank Maser, Elmer, Germany. 

John McMurray, Pedricktown, 

Ireland. 
Ettore Petrel, Penns Grove, Italy. 

Louis Klein, Norma, Russia. 

Angelo D’Alessio, Penns Grove, Italy. 

Mariano Bucclarelli, Penns Grove, 

Italy. 

Marano Massari, Penns Grove, Italy. 
Luigi Misantone, Penns Grove, Italy. 

Case Continued 
Achille Vergill, Penns Grove, Italy. 
Alexander Tkach, Brotmanville, 

Russia. 

Sebastian Salila, Auburn, Italy. 

No Answer 
Antonio Piccone, Penns Grove, Italy. 

Judge Mecum’s Address 
 Judge Mecum in addressing the successful ones said that 

it was a pleasure to welcome such an intelligent looking body 

of persons into citizenship in the United States, and he felt 

confident that every one of them would prove true American 

citizens. He urged them to study the ideals of our government 

and cautioned them to do so at once so they may cast their 

ballots intelligently at the important election that is near at 

hand. 

 The Judge said that he did not propose to suggest for 

which party a person should vote but he does want them to do 

the voting for the man and men who will uphold the laws and 

institutions of this great county. 

 He said there are attacks being made on the very 

foundation of our government by men who would seek to 

destroy those things which true Americans hold sacred and 

this should not be tolerated. 

 In closing The Judge said he wanted to congratulate the 

successful applicants and felt confident everyone would do 

his utmost to uphold the traditions of this county. 

 Every one in the Court-room stood as the oath of 

allegiance was administered by the County Clerk, Walter P. 

Ballinger and at the conclusion Mrs. A. T. Beckett, 

representing the Oak Tree Chapter, Daughters of the 

American Revolution, took charge. 

 Mrs. Beckett extended a most cordial welcome to the 

newly made citizens and urged that those who have wives 

will see that the latter also become citizens of the United 

States. She let it be known that under a new law, a wife 

cannot become a citizen simply because her husband is one, 

but must file an application which is acted upon within one 

year. She asked that there be but one flag and one country in a 

household. 

 Miss Wescott, Musical Instructor in the Salem public 

schools, led the students in singing “America, The Beautiful,” 

and then Mrs. Pluma Batten, of the school faculty, led the 

salute to the flag, in which all joined. The ceremonies 

concluded with all singing the National anthem. 

Salem Standard & Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, October 1, 1924 

Sudden Death. On Friday night last, Jacob Specht, a 

German living in Upper Penn’s Neck, near Pennsgrove, died 

while sitting in a chair in the house of John Gallaher, a 

neighbor. He was about 60 years of age, and lived alone in a 

house built upon a small farm which he owned, and it is not 

known that he has any relatives in this country…. 

Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ March 19, 1880 
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Volunteers 

Robert A. Brooks, 
Ph.D. 

J. Harlan Buzby 

Michael J. Cooke 

Dave Culver 

Fred De Palma 

Peg Danner 

Bruce Doerr 

Barbara Smith Duffy 

Brian M. Duffy 

Dottie Fisher 

William J. Gallo, Jr. 

Wayne Gotwals  

Charles Harrison 

Charlotte Harrison  

Julia Harrison 

Katherine Heverin 

Peggy Kavanaugh  

Noel Kemm 

Joe Kimber 

Judy Kimber 

Ronald E. Magill 

Craig Maue 

Ellen Morrissey 

Barbara Nathan 

Trudy K. O’Hare 

Lawrence B. Owen 

Amanda Pierce 

Frank Powell 

Bill Saunderlin 

Craig Schneeman 

Gay Schneeman 

Diana Sheridan 

Janet Sheridan  

Maggie Vaughan 

Diane Wohlrab   

ALEXANDER’S ANNALS 
50 YEARS AGO 

The Monitor-Register, September 1964 

♦ Break Ground for New Ambulance Association Bldg. 

♦ Sears— “Tower Citation”—Portable Typewriter—$79.88.  

  [Today’s currency value? See back page.] 

♦ Kingsway Regional High Begins 2nd Year Operation. 

♦ Sportmen’s Club christens new lodge building. 

♦ I’d Rather Be Rich—Sandra Dee & Robert Goulet—Palace 

 Theatre. 

 

75 YEARS AGO 

Elmer Times, September 1939 

♦ Salem County’s Tax Rate Fourth Lowest in the State. 

♦ Mrs. J. E. Shaw retiring as manager of the Woodstown 

 Greystone Inn.  

♦ Bicycle Club to be formed in Elmer area—Howard Seibert 

 organizer. 

♦ G. T. Nitshe, Jr., M.D. announces opening of his office— 

 100 S.  Main Street—The Franzen Building—Phone 131. 

♦ Lifebuoy Soap— 3 cakes—16¢ —American Stores. 

 

100 YEARS AGO 

Salem Sunbeam, September 1914 

♦ Fireman Frank B. Treen killed in railroad wreck near       

       Alloway—Worst wreck ever near Salem. 

♦ Chinquapins are ripe—plenty being gathered near Burden Hill.  

♦ First Rosh Hashanah event celebrated in Salem at Rumsey’s 

 Hall.  

♦ Two Companies at Fort Mott will have foot-ball teams this year 

 and will become members of the Artillery Foot Ball League.   

♦ Dr. Booker T. Washington to address citizens of the county at 

 Bee’s Park, Salem. 

 Gift Memberships  

What a great gift idea for family or friends  

with ties to Salem County!  
 

A gift membership to the Salem County Historical Society 

includes many special features available only through the end 

of the year.   

 

Gift memberships come in a special gift package that can be 

sent to you, or directly to the recipient.   

 

Simply fill in the membership form on the bottom of page 35 

and attach a note with your contact information and the contact 

information for the individual or family receiving the gift.  

 

For the same cost as the regular memberships, your gift 

membership package will also include:  

 

Charming personalized gift package 

A copy of Place Names of Salem County  

A set of 6 Grant House note cards  

3 postcards of the Salem Oak  

A $5 coupon towards program fees 

Quinton Friant Dies 

County’s Last Civil War Vet 
  

 Quinton Friant, the last Civil War Veteran in 

Salem County, died at the home of his niece, Mrs. 

Edwin R. Powell, on Friday evening at the age of 

89 years.  
 

He was a volunteer in the Civil War and served in 

Company K, 215th Pennsylvania Regiment. He 

served 135 days and the war ended before he had 

engaged in a battle. 

 Twice previously he tried to join the army and 

on both occasions he was turned down as he was 

only 17 years old. He was finally accepted at a 

Philadelphia recruiting office when he was only 

five days past his eighteenth birthday. He marched 

with his regiment at the funeral of Abraham 

Lincoln, the martyred President. 

 With the exception of the time he spent in the army and a period of 10 

months when he was engaged at work at Bridgeport he spent his entire life 

in Salem County and more than 50 years in Quinton. 

 In his early life he worked mostly at farming. He was a meat cutter by 

trade and for a number of years he was employed in Quinton Glass 

Company’s Store. 

 He had a host of friends in this neighborhood who will miss the 

friendly greeting of “Uncle Quint” as he was familiarly known. He had 

enjoyed good health most of his lifetime and not until the last few years did 

his health begin to decline. He is the last of the family. 

 Funeral services were held from his late residence on Monday with 

interment in East View Cemetery, Salem. 

Salem Sunbeam, Salem, NJ, August 12, 1936 

—A 25-pound ball and 

chain has recently been 

purchased by Sheriff Coles 

for use on refractory 

prisoners in Salem Jail. 

The South Jerseyman,   

Salem, NJ,  July 22, 1884 

—The editor of the 

Pennsgrove Record, 

after a careful canvass, 

reports that there are in 

the village 94 organs 

and 15 pianos, not 

counting hand-organs, 

accordeons, Jewharps 

and other instruments of 

torture. 
The South Jerseyman, 

Salem, NJ, July 22, 1884 

—The new naptha lamps 

have all been erected and 

were lighted for the first 

time on Thursday evening 

last. Joseph Voute has 

charge of them. 
The South Jerseyman, 

Salem, NJ, June 17, 1884 
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(continued from cover)kljhjbjbjbjbjbj                                      

“The object of the Society shall be to 

discover, procure and preserve whatever 

may relate to the natural, civil, literary and 

ecclesiastical history of Salem County.”              

Election of Officers 

The Salem County Historical Society 

met in Library Hall on December 4, 1884, 

for the election of officers.  The following 

individuals were duly elected: President - 

William Patterson; Vice Presidents - 

Thomas Shourds, Joseph C. Thompson, 

M.D., Richard M. Acton, W. 

Graham Tyler; Recording 

Secretary - J. Bernard 

Hilliard; Corresponding 

Secretary - George Mecum; 

Treasurer- Samuel Abbott; 

and Executive Committee 

members – C.M. Perkins, 

William T. Hilliard, Elijah 

Ware, William Patterson 

and George Mecum.] The 

first regular meeting on Jan. 

27, 1885 of the Salem 

County Historical Society 

met in Library Hall.  Judge 

John Clement, historian 

from Haddonfield, N.J. 

presented to the Society 

eight valuable papers and 

books.  Mrs. John V. 

Craven presented papers 

and ledgers also a copy of 

the will of John Fenwick 

and two parchment deeds of 

1675.  Thomas Shourds 

presented the Society with a 

copy of “The History of Fenwick Colony.” 

Mrs. Col. Robert C. Johnson contributed a 

copy of Johnsons “History of the City of 

Salem.”  Judge John Clement was then 

elected the first honorary member of the 

Society. Thomas Shourds, Richard M. 

Acton and William T. Hilliard read papers 

concerning local Salem history. The reading 

of historical papers was an important part of 

the program of the regular meetings.        

 During the year 1885 the Society 

received many manuscripts, papers of 

various historical items and books, valuable 

for the needs of the organization. A concern 

was raised for the proper care of the 

growing collection of books and papers. 

Early in 1886 permission was granted by 

the Library Company to erect alcoves in the 

Library Room for the storage of books. The 

Executive Committee had determined the 

approximate location of the grave of John 

Fenwick and proposed to erect a monument.                     

 The Executive Committee considered 

purchasing the old bank building or else 

building a small brick building near the 

library for the storage of books and records.                     

Anne Gibbon Collection 

There is an item in the minutes of 

December 13, 1898, that Mrs. Susan 

Gibbons Duval desires to present through 

the Woman’s Club of Salem to the Salem 

County Historical Society, all her valuable 

collection of curios, asking only that the 

collection may be known as the Anne 

Gibbon Collection.  The collection consists 

of historic furniture, valuable pieces of 

china, a number of exquisite cameos and 

many articles of interest. hjjjjjjjhhhhhhhhhh                

 Minutes for the year 1899 and most of 

1900 are not available.  It may well be that 

the Society was not active during this 

period because of the illness and death of 

President William Patterson. He served the 

Society well in collecting many items of 

historical information of Salem County. We 

can still remember him as we view his 

painting of the home of John Fenwick at 

Ivy Point on Salem Creek. This painting 

was made from a description given to him 

by his father.  

Grant House Leased 

The meeting of January 2, 1901, was 

devoted to consideration of renting the 

Alexander Grant House for the use of the 

Society. After careful deliberation the 

Trustees agreed to lease the Alexander 

Grant House from Miss Annie L. Hubbell 

for five years at the Annual rental of 

$225.00 from March 25th next. It appears 

that the Society took possession of part of 

the Alexander Grant House shortly after 

this date.    The memorial resolution for the 

late President William Patterson mentions 

his many contributions to the Society, in 

civil affairs and his business connections. 

He was born in Salem, November 29th, 

1818, and died on August 27th, 1900.  

Failing health prevented him from doing all 

that he wished to do.klklklklklklklklkklklkl                                     

 I.O. Acton informed the Society on 

March 13, 1917, that a new lease for the 

Alexander Grant House had been obtained 

from Miss Helena Hubbell.  

The historian Frank H. 

Stewart presented to the 

Society a deed from the 

Penns to Andrew 

Sinnickson for 15 acres.                   

               

 President Edward S. 

Sharpe tendered his 

resignation due to ill health 

in July, 1919. However, it 

is apparent that the Society 

did not accept his 

resignation because he was 

re-elected in the election 

December 14, 1920.  The 

First Vice-President, Mrs. 

Truman H. Clayton, 

conducted the meetings 

during this period until the 

election of December 22, 

1922.                            

At the March 13, 1923 

meeting, it was resolved, 

that the Society erect a Sun 

Dial in Johnson Park, the 

foundation to be erected from bricks taken 

from the John Fenwick house at Ivy Point, 

and said Sun Dial to be erected in memory 

of John Fenwick. 

Fenwick Memorial  

In March, 1924, George B. Macaltioner 

on behalf of the Fenwick Memorial 

Committee requests that this Society in 

conjunction with the Gloucester County and 

the Cumberland County Societies unite with 

the said Fenwick Memorial Committee in 

the placing of a memorial to John Fenwick 

at the corner of the triangular site at Old 

Salem Road and the State Highway on July 

4th, 1924. He also requested that a Red Oak 

Tree be planted at this site on Arbor Day, 

April 11th, 1924.       

 During the period 1900-1922 while Dr. 

Edward S. Sharpe was President, and first 

Howard B. Keasbey, and then followed by 

George M. Price Recording Secretaries the 

Society received many gifts of books, 

manuscripts, maps and other items of 

Daniel Webster autographed letter, the Society’s first Library acquisition donated by Albert 

C. Slape, Esq. The document reads, “ Dear Sir, Will you please cause this to be discounted, 

& place proceeds to my credit. Yours,  D. Webster.”                From the Collection 
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historical interest. Important was the 

acceptance of the “Anne Gibbon 

Collection” of China and Cameos. Papers 

written and read by members of the Society 

were greatly appreciated and filed in the 

archives; often many of them were 

published in the local newspapers.     

 Dr. Sharpe was a learned man and aside 

from his professional knowledge was an 

authority on both American and European 

History; he also had a command of Latin, 

Spanish and possibly other languages. His 

papers presented and read to the Society 

were of the greatest interest and his many 

years as President resulted in adding to the 

archives many valuable items. 

The Tradition of the                         

Mortar and Pestle 

The minutes of this period 

contain the memorial to the many deceased 

members, providing additional information 

of a historical nature.  There is a tradition 

continued to the present time that Dr. 

Sharpe as President used a mortar and 

pestle to grind in the names of new 

members; this custom has been followed by 

every President since then.                          

 The 1925 Annual Meeting of the 

Society was held on Dec. 8 in the Grant 

House. Walter Hall was elected President. 

Remains of Fenwick’s                                

Daughter Discovered 

In Sept. 1926, Arthur B. Smith 

proposed that the articles belonging to the 

Society be carefully catalogued and that the 

contents of each room be kept separately.  

Mr. Macaltioner reported that on the old 

Redstrake property was found the bones of 

a human being together with handmade 

nails. This lot was owned by Edward 

Champney, and he believes the bones to be 

the remains of Priscilla Champney, 

daughter of John Fenwick. He proposes that 

they be taken to the plot now occupied by 

the Fenwick Monument. On motion this 

proposal was approved and Mr. 

Macaltioner, Mr. Humphreys and Mrs. 

Clayton were appointed to attend to the 

details. Mr. Leroy Allen assisted the 

committee in the interment.                                               

 Plans for the celebration of ‘The Battle 

of Quinton’s Bridge’ to be held May 19, 

1928 were presented at the March 1928 

meeting. President Hall reported that the 

memorial trees between Salem and Quinton 

had been planted. A marker would be 

placed at Canton to the 15 men who lost 

their lives at Hancocks Bridge. Also a 

marker in the Smith Burying Ground on the 

farm of Captain William Smith would be 

placed to those who fell at Quinton’s 

Bridge. 

81-83 Market Street                                     

Willed to Society 

In March 1929, a report was made of 

the bequest in the will of Miss Helena 

Hubbell to our Society. The property at 81-

83 Market Street is to be kept for historical 

uses. Also included were books and 

pictures and an additional $500 for a tablet 

to be placed in 81 Market Street. 

Hancock House Purchased 

President Hall presented plans on 

March 31, 1931 for the purchase of the 

Hancock House at Hancocks Bridge, N.J. 

and the need to maintain it for historical 

purposes. He stated that the N.J. Sons of 

Pennsylvania would give $500, the Salem 

County Board of Freeholders $500, and the 

Sons of Colonial Wars would help. He also 

mentioned that a bill was introduced in the 

N.J. State Legislature for an appropriation 

of $4,500 for the purchase of the house and 

about one acre of land. After discussion the 

Society approved the project and supported 

the President’s efforts to secure the old 

house.  Developments on the Hancock 

House are mentioned in the meetings of 

1931. The State of New Jersey has 

purchased the House and the Society is to 

furnish the interior. 

200th Anniversary                                      

of the Hancock House 

President Hall advised the March 13, 

1934 meeting that lumber from the old 

Tyler House built of wide cedar logs had 

been used to erect a house on the Hancock 

House lot. Men from C.W.A. performed the 

work for this without expense to the 

Society. Over 10,000 visitors have seen the 

display at the Hancock House since it has 

been opened. It was decided to celebrate the 

200th Anniversary of the Hancock House on 

June 16, 1934. The Society has secured 

Benj. Applegate and his wife as the new 

caretakers for the house. The meetings of 

June and September 1934 reported that the 

celebration at the Hancock House was a 

success and enjoyed by all that attended. 

The December 11, 1934 meeting was the 

Fiftieth Anniversary of the Society, so that 

in view of this our President had arranged 

an interesting program of addresses and 

refreshments. Senator S. Rusling Leap 

brought greetings to the Society.  The 

Recording Secretary, George B. 

Macaltioner then gave a resume of the fifty 

years that the Salem County Historical 

Society had been in existence, noting 

principal events, and recalling the 

administrations of the four presidents.  

The “Second Fifty Years of the Society” 

will be continued in the December 2014 

issue of our Newsletter.    

Photograph of Albert C. Slape, Esq.                                       

          From the Collection 

THE TOMATO 

Messrs. Editors—The canning of tomatoes, 

about commencing in our factories, induces me 

to offer a reminiscence that you may enter of 

record if you please. 

The tomato was introduced into Salem in the 

year 1829. Mr. Jonathan Coffee, of 

Philadelphia, a brother of Isaac A. Coffee, then 

living in Salem, brought a tomato plant to this 

(then) town and gave it to the wife of Mr. John 

H. Cann, who at the time, 1829, lived in the 

house on Griffith St. belonging now, I think, to 

Amos West, and adjoining his present 

residence. 

Mrs. Cann set the tomato plant out at the south 

corner of the open shed of her dwelling. It grew 

prosperously, being trellised up the shed. The 

fruit matured, and was a marked curiosity. 

When ripe the writer of this partook (or at least 

tasted) a portion that had been cooked in cream. 

Perhaps not one in twenty at that time relished 

the dish or pronounced it good. 

It was grown more for a curiosity and for its 

rich appearance, as this first vine, in Salem, 

hung in red clusters from a suspended location. 

The curiosity this created, induced a number of 

persons in town, the next year, to have one or 

more plants. I remember the names of several 

who in 1830 had the “love apple” —some 

called it—in their gardens. 

Mrs. James Sherron, then landlady of the hotel 

now kept by J. G. Garwood, in 1830 cooked 

some by broiling and basting with the gravy of 

beef steak. In this form a few pronounced the 

dish delicious. It was a long time, however, 

before tomatoes became popular or even 

enjoyable. 

The South Jerseyman, Salem, NJ, August 29, 1882 
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Bruce A. Bendler received his Ph.D. in history from the University of Delaware in 2000. He has previously contributed to 

Delaware History, New Jersey History, Cecil Historical Journal of the Cecil County (Maryland) Historical Society and the 

Quarterly Newsletter of the Salem County Historical Society. Bendler is adjunct professor of history at the University of Delaware. 

Dr. Bendler also does research work and cataloguing for Oak Knoll, an antiquarian book store in New Castle, Delaware. 



 

 

Yes, I would like to become a member of the Salem County Historical Society! 
 Name________________________________________________________       New Member        Renewal Gift   

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Telephone__________________________________________ Email ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make checks payable to the Salem County Historical Society. The Society now accepts credit card payments for 

 new memberships, renewals, and upgrades through our secure website: www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com  

RETURN TO: SCHS, 83 Market Street, Salem, NJ 08079 

Student      $10 

Individual    $25 

Family/Household $40 

Partner     $100 

Sustaining    $150 

Contributing   $250 

Lifetime     $500 

Please check your desired category 

We also have Business & Corporate  

Membership Opportunities! 
 

     Oak Tree Associate $100-$249 

     Pedersen Providers $250-$499 

     Goodwin Providers    $500-$999 

Fenwick Benefactors         $1000+ 

For more information on how your business can become 
members of the Society, please call 856-935-5004 
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Membership Report 

Individual 

Jack Baugh 

Bridget Bragg 

Glenn Carney 

Rosemary Carroll 

Joseph Klett 

Nancy Kohlbecker 

Christine Mackara 

Lawrence Nelson 

Michael Zakrajsek 

Partner 

Marianne Scollan 

In Memorium 

Annabelle D.Williams 

Corporate and Business Members 

“Partnerships with History” 
 

FENWICK BENEFACTORS 
Salem County Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

The Denn House at Hancocks Bridge 

GOODWIN PROVIDERS 
DuPont Chambers Works 

Mannington Mills, Inc. 

PEDERSEN PROVIDERS 
Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company 

of Salem County 

Henry D. Young, Inc. 

Kates Realty, LLC 

OAK TREE ASSOCIATES 
Bob Brooks Auction Sales 

Cowtown Rodeo 

Earl H. Sloan, Inc. 

Frank Leonards & Frank LLC 

Franklin Bank 

Harvest Community Bank 

J. Givoo Consultants, Inc. 

John D. Jordan, Esq. 

Morgan’s Electrical Services 

Oak Tree Chapter-NSDAR 

Warner & Company, CPAs 

 

The Society is grateful for the support 

 of our corporate and business members.  

For more information about our 

 “Partnership with History” program 

Call (856) 935-5004 or visit 

www.salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

 

 

Board of Trustees 

Trudy K. O’Hare, President .....................................  2015 

David A. Culver, VP Museum ..................................  2016 

J. Harlan Buzby, VP Library  .................................  2014 

Craig Schneeman, VP Buildings & Grounds .........  2014 

Margaret Danner, Recording Secretary ................ .. 2016 

Brian M. Duffy, Trustee  ..........................................  2015 

William J. Gallo, Jr., Trustee  .................................  2014 

Barbara Smith Duffy, Trustee  ................................  2015 

Ellen Morrissey, Trustee  ..........................................  2016 

Gaynel Schneeman, Trustee  ....................................  2015 

Diane Wohlrab, Trustee ...........................................  2016 

Robert A. Brooks, Ph.D., Trustee Emeritus 

Donald L. Pierce, Trustee Emeritus 

Newsletter: Harlan Buzby, Ellen Morrissey, Richard 

Guido, Andrew R. Coldren 

Staff 

 

Administrator/Curator: Andrew R. Coldren 

Museum Staff: Richard Guido 

Administrative Assistant: Richard Guido 

Bookkeeper: Wanda Hofbauer 

Groundskeeper: William Jackson 

 

The Patent Office 

last week granted a 

patent to Jonathan 

Sanderlain, of this 

city, for a combined 

corn marker, and corn 

and fertilizer dropper. 

The invention has 

been fully described 

in these columns. 
The South Jerseyman, 

Salem, NJ,                  

August 5, 1884 
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YOUR AD HERE 

Call the Society for details 

(856) 935-5004 or Email: 
Adminassist@salemcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

PHOTO ID PLEASE! Unidentified 

photographs 

remain a 

perennial 

perplexity! 

Your  

solution to this fine baseball 

photograph c.1900 is 

solicited. The baseball team’s 

logo reads, “R.P. Co. A.A.” 

and was found among our 

Sports subject folders at the 

Society. 

 


